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WELCOME TO WORSHIP

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. It’s encouraging to see 
parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child is restless, you can use the 
Family Room to calm your child.  Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side 
of the Worship Center. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service and 
listening devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers or greeters can help you 
find the restrooms, family room or answer your other questions.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

Lutherans have a long history of remembering the Passion of Jesus in midweek services during 
the season of Lent. The more common practice, in history and in the experience of the wider 
church, is to read the Passion history on the first Sunday of Holy Week. As members find it 
increasingly difficult to attend midweek services, Lutheran churches have begun to adopt this 
practice. This first Sunday of Holy Week becomes known as the Sunday of the Passion.

The suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus are the central truths of the Christian religion and 
the foundation of Christian faith. While we have no intention of eliminating Wednesday 
services during Lent, we hope this new custom may enable more of our members to hear the 
Passion account just as they hear the resurrection gospel on Easter Sunday.

The liturgical color* throughout the season of Lent is purple, which communicates somberness 
and quietness. This is fitting given Lent’s somber focus on Jesus’ sufferings and death.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
Scripture quotations marked (EHV®) are taken from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) 
copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Hymns and liturgy marked CW are from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.  © 1993 Northwestern Publishing 
House. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903 
“He Stood Before the Court”. Text: © 1982 by Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903.

All other hymn text: public domain.

* The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.
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PROCESSION WITH PALMS
The ministers will gather at the entrance of the sanctuary and process to the front.
M: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Dear friends in Christ: Today we come together to begin the solemn celebration of 

Holy Week. Christ entered in triumph into his own city to complete his work as our 
Messiah: to suffer, to die, and to rise again. Let us remember with devotion his 
entry that culminated at the empty tomb and follow him with a lively faith. United 
with him by Baptism, we share in his resurrection and new life.

M: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
C: Hosanna in the highest!

Please stand.
PALM SUNDAY GOSPEL Matthew 21:1-11

1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two disciples, 2 telling them, “Go to the village ahead of you. Immediately you 
will find a donkey tied there along with her colt. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If 
anyone says anything to you, you are to say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send 
them at once.”

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:
5 Tell the daughter of Zion: Look, your King comes to you, humble, and riding on a 

donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
6 The disciples went and did just as Jesus commanded them. 7 They brought the 

donkey and the colt, laid their outer clothing on them, and he sat on it. 8 A very large 
crowd spread their outer clothing on the road. Others were cutting branches from the 
trees and spreading them out on the road. 9 The crowds who went in front of him and 
those who followed kept shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”

10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, asking, “Who is this?” 
11 And the crowds were saying, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” (EHV)

After the Gospel, the announcement is made: 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord!
C:  Thanks be to God!
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M: God our Father, we remember how Jesus entered Jerusalem and was welcomed as 
a king by those who shouted “Hosanna” and spread their clothing and palm 
branches in his path. Accept our praise, and listen to our prayers as we rejoice in 
our triumphant King, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.

C: Amen.
M: Let us go forth in peace,
C: In the name of the Lord.

HYMN All Glory, Laud, and Honor | CW 131

     1 - All glory, laud, and honor 3 - All glory, laud, and honor
To you, Redeemer, King, To you, Redeemer, King,
To whom the lips of children To whom the lips of children
Made sweet hosannas ring. Made sweet hosannas ring.
You are the King of Israel The people of the Hebrews 
And David's royal Son, With palms before you went;
Now in the Lord's name coming, Our praise and prayer and anthems
Our King and blessed one. Before you we present.

 2 - All glory, laud, and honor 4 - All glory, laud, and honor
To you, Redeemer, King, To you, Redeemer, King,
To whom the lips of children To whom the lips of children
Made sweet hosannas ring. Made sweet hosannas ring.
The company of angels To you before your passion
Is praising you on high, They sang their hymns of praise;
And we with all creation To you, now high exalted,
In chorus make reply. Our melody we raise.

  5 - All glory, laud, and honor 
To you, Redeemer, King, 
To whom the lips of children 
Made sweet hosannas ring.
As you received their praises, 
Accept the prayers we bring,
O Source of ev'ry blessing, 
Our good and gracious King.
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M: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
C: Hosanna in the highest!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Let us pray.
We praise you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you have redeemed us 
through your Son, Jesus Christ. As he was acclaimed by those who scattered their 
garments and branches of palms in his path, so may we always hail him as our 
King and follow him with perfect confidence; who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
Please be seated.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

HYMN Ride On, Ride on in Majesty | CW 133

 1 - Ride on, ride on in majesty!  3 - Ride on, ride on in majesty!
Hark! all the tribes hosanna cry. The angel armies of the sky
O Savior meek, pursue your road, Look down with sad 
With palms and scattered       and wond'ring eyes
garments strowed. To see th' approaching sacrifice.

 2 - Ride on, ride on in majesty!  4 - Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die. Your last and fiercest strife is nigh.
O Christ, your triumphs now begin The Father on his sapphire throne
O'er captive death and conquered sin. Awaits his own anointed Son.

 5 - Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die.
Bow your meek head to mortal pain,
Then take, O Christ, your power and reign.
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THE PASSION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS 
CHRIST
according to St. Matthew’s Gospel

THE PLOT Matthew 26:1-16
1 When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, 2 “You 

know that after two days it will be the Passover, and the Son of Man will be handed over 
to be crucified.”

3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the palace of the 
high priest, whose name was Caiaphas. 4 They plotted together how to arrest Jesus by 
stealth and kill him. 5 But they said, “Not during the Festival, or else there might be a riot 
among the people.”

6 When Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman approached 
him holding an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume. She poured it on his head as he 
was reclining at the table. 8 But when his disciples saw this, they were upset and said, 
“Why this waste? 9 This perfume could have been sold for a lot of money and given to 
the poor.”

10 Jesus was aware of this and said to them, “Why are you causing trouble for this 
woman? She has done a beautiful thing for me. 11 You are always going to have the poor 
with you, but you are not always going to have me. 12 When she poured this perfume on 
my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. 13 Amen I tell you: Wherever this gospel is 
proclaimed in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told in memory 
of her.”

14 Then one of the Twelve, the one named Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 
15 and said, “What are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?” They paid him 
thirty pieces of silver. 16 From that time on Judas was looking for an opportunity to 
betray Jesus. (EHV)

THE MEAL Matthew 26:17-30
17 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus, 

saying, “Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?”
18 He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him the Teacher says, ‘My time 

is near. I will observe the Passover with my disciples at your house.’”
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19 The disciples did as Jesus commanded them and prepared the Passover. 20 When 
evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve.

21 As they were eating, he said, “Amen I tell you: One of you will betray me.”
22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after another, “Surely, not I, Lord?”
23 He replied, “The one who dipped his hand in the bowl with me will betray me. 

24 The Son of Man is going just as it is written about him, but woe to that man by whom 
the Son of Man is betrayed! It would be better for that man if he had not been born.”

25 Judas, who betrayed him, replied, “Surely, not I, Rabbi?”
He said to him, “Yes, you are the one.”
26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the 

disciples. He said, “Take, eat, this is my body.” 27 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you, 28 for this is my blood of the new 
testament, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you that I 
will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now until that day when I drink it new with 
you in my Father’s kingdom.” 30 After they sang a hymn, they went out to the Mount of 
Olives. (EHV)

THE PROPHECY Matthew 26:31-35
31 Then Jesus said to them, “This night you will all fall away on account of me, for it 

is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 32 But 
after I have been raised, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.”

33 Peter answered him, “Even if all fall away because of you, I will never fall away.”
34 Jesus said to him, “Amen I tell you: Tonight before the rooster crows you will deny 

me three times.”
35 Peter said to him, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never deny you.” And all 

the disciples said the same. (EHV)

HYMN O Dearest Jesus | CW 117 (1,3,4,5)

O dearest Jesus, what law have you broken
That such sharp sentence should on you be spoken?
Of what great crime have you to make confession
What dark transgression?

Whence come these sorrows, whence this mortal anguish?
It is my sins for which you, Lord, must languish;
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Yes, all the wrath, the woe that you inherit,
This I do merit.
What punishment so strange is suffered yonder!
The Shepherd dies for sheep that love to wander; 
The Master pays the debt his servants owe him,
Who would not know him.

The sinless Son of God must die in sadness;
The sinful child of man may live in gladness;
We forfeited our lives, yet are acquitted –
God is committed

THE GARDEN Matthew 26:36-46
36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane. He told his disciples, “Sit 

here, while I go over there and pray.” 37 He took with him Peter and the two sons of 
Zebedee, and he began to be sorrowful and distressed. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul 
is very sorrowful, even to the point of death. Stay here, and keep watch with me.”

39 He went a little farther, fell on his face, and prayed. He said, “My Father, if it is 
possible, let this cup pass from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.”

40 He came to the disciples and found them sleeping. He said to Peter, “So, were you 
not able to stay awake with me for one hour? 41 Watch and pray, so that you do not enter 
into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

42 He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this 
cup to pass from me unless I drink it, may your will be done.” 43 Again he returned and 
found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. 44 He left them again, went away, 
and prayed a third time. He said the same words as before. 45 Then he returned to his 
disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour is near, 
and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise. Let us go. Look, my 
betrayer is near.” (EHV)

THE ARREST Matthew 26:47-56
47 While Jesus was still speaking, suddenly Judas (one of the Twelve) arrived. With 

him was a large crowd with swords and clubs, who came from the chief priests and 
elders of the people. 48 Now the betrayer had given them a sign: “The one I kiss is the 



9

man. Arrest him.” 49 Immediately he went to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and 
kissed him.

50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, why are you here?”
Then they advanced, took hold of Jesus, and arrested him. 51 Suddenly, one of the men 

with Jesus reached out his hand, drew his sword, and struck the servant of the high priest, 
cutting off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place, because 
all who take the sword will die by the sword. 53 Do you not realize that I could call on my 
Father, and at once he would provide me with more than twelve legions of angels? 54 But 
then how would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen this way?”

55 At that same time Jesus said to the crowd, “Have you come out to arrest me with 
swords and clubs as if I were a robber? Day after day I was sitting in the temple courts 
teaching, and you did not arrest me. 56 But all this has happened so that the writings of 
the prophets would be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. (EHV)

HYMN A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth | CW 100 (1-3)

A Lamb goes uncomplaining forth, Our guilt and evil bearing
And, laden with the sins of earth, None else the burden sharing.
Goes patient on, grows weak and faint, To slaughter led without complaint,
That spotless life to offer, Bears shame and stripes and wounds and death,
Anguish and mockery, and says, "Willing all this I suffer."

This Lamb is Christ, the soul's great Friend, The Lamb of God, our Savior;
Him God the Father chose to send To gain for us His favor.
"Go forth, My Son," the Father said, "And free my children from their dread,
Of guilt and condemnation.  The wrath and stripes are hard to bear, 
But by your passion they will share The fruit of your salvation."

"Yes, Father, yes, most willingly I'll bear what you command me.
My will conforms to your decree; I’ll do what you have asked me."
O wondrous Love, what have you done! The Father offers up his Son!
Desiring our salvation.  O Love, how strong you are to save!
You make his bed within the grave Who built the earth’s foundation.

THE HEARING Matthew 26:57-68
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57 Those who had arrested Jesus led him away to Caiaphas, the high priest, where the 
experts in the law and the elders were assembled. 58 Peter was following him at a 
distance and went as far as the courtyard of the high priest. He went inside and sat 
down with the guards to see how it would turn out.

59 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false testimony against 
Jesus so that they could put him to death. 60 They found none, even though many false 
witnesses came forward. Finally two came forward 61 and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am 
able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’”

62 The high priest stood up and said to him, “Have you no answer? What is this that 
these men are testifying against you?” 63 But Jesus remained silent. Then the high priest 
said to him, “I place you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the 
Son of God!”

64 Jesus said to him, “It is as you have said. But I tell you, soon you will see the Son of 
Man sitting at the right hand of power and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

65 Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why do 
we need any more witnesses? See, you have just heard the blasphemy! 66 What do you 
think?”

They answered, “He is deserving of death!” 67 Then they spit in his face and punched 
him. Some slapped him 68 and said, “Prophesy to us, Christ! Who hit you?” (EHV)

THE DENIAL Matthew 26:69-75
69 Meanwhile Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant girl came to him 

and said, “You were also with Jesus the Galilean.”
70 But he denied it in front of everyone, saying, “I don’t know what you’re talking 

about.”
71 When Peter went out to the entryway, someone else saw him and said to those 

who were there, “This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.”
72 Again Peter denied it with an oath and said, “I do not know the man.”
73 After a little while those who stood by came and said to Peter, “Surely you are also 

one of them because even your accent gives you away.”
74 Then he began to curse and to swear, “I do not know the man!” Just then the 

rooster crowed. 75 And Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken, “Before the 
rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly. 
(EHV)

THE DESPAIR Matthew 27:1-10
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1 Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people reached the 
decision to put Jesus to death. 2 They bound him, led him away, and handed him over to 
Pontius Pilate, the governor.

3 Then when Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he felt 
remorse. He brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders 4 and 
said, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? 
That’s your problem.”

5 He threw the pieces of silver into the temple and left. Then he went out and hanged 
himself. 6 The chief priests took the pieces of silver and said, “It is not lawful to put these 
into the treasury, since it is blood money.” 7 They reached a decision to buy the potter’s 
field with the money, as a burial place for foreigners. 8 So that field has been called The 
Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then what was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was 
fulfilled:

They took the thirty pieces of silver, the price the sons of Israel had set for him, 10 and 
they gave them for the potter’s field, just as the Lord commanded me. (EHV)

HYMN He Stood Before the Court | CW 115

1 - He stood before the court       3 - The sentence must be passed,
On trial instead of us; The unknown pris'ner killed;
He met its pow'r to hurt, The price is paid at last,
Condemned to face the cross -- The law of God fulfilled.
Our King, accused of treachery; He takes our blame, and from that day
Our God, abused for blasphemy! Th' accuser's claim is wiped away.

 2 - These are the crimes that tell 4 - Shall we be judged and tried?
The tale of human guilt; In Christ our trial is done;
Our sins, our death, our hell -- We live, for he has died,
On these the case is built. Our condemnation gone.
To this world's pow'rs the Lord stays dumb. In Christ are we both dead and raised,
The guilt is ours, no answers come. Alive and free -- his name be praised!

THE TRIAL Matthew 27:11-26
11 When Jesus stood in the presence of the governor, the governor asked him, “Are 

you the King of the Jews?”
Jesus said to him, “It is as you say.”
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12 When he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing. 13 Then 
Pilate said to him, “Don’t you hear how many things they are testifying against you?”

14 But he did not answer him—not even one word, so that the governor was very 
surprised.

15 At the time of the Festival the governor had a custom to release to the crowd any 
one prisoner they wanted. 16 At that time they were holding a notorious prisoner named 
Barabbas. 17 So when they were assembled, Pilate said to them, “Which one do you want 
me to release to you? Barabbas—or Jesus, who is called Christ?” 18 For Pilate knew that 
they had handed Jesus over to him because of envy.

19 While he was sitting on the judgment seat, Pilate’s wife sent him a message. “Have 
nothing to do with that righteous man,” she said, “since I have suffered many things 
today in a dream because of him.” 20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the 
crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus put to death. 21 The governor asked them, 
“Which of the two do you want me to release to you?”

“Barabbas!” they said.
22 Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus, who is called Christ?”
They all said to him, “Crucify him!”
23 But the governor said, “Why? What has he done wrong?”
But they kept shouting even louder: “Crucify him!”
24 When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing and that instead it was 

turning into a riot, he took water, washed his hands in front of the crowd, and said, “I 
am innocent of this righteous man’s blood. It is your responsibility.”

25 And all the people answered, “Let his blood be on us and on our children!”
26 Then he released Barabbas to them, but he had Jesus flogged and handed him over 

to be crucified. (EHV)

THE MOCKERY Matthew 27:27-31
27 Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the 

Praetorium and gathered the whole cohort of soldiers around 
him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him. 
29 They twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his 
head. They put a staff in his right hand, knelt in front of him, 
and mocked him by saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 They 
spit on him, took the staff, and hit him repeatedly on his head.
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31 After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and 
put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to 
crucify him. (EHV)
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HYMN O Sacred Head, Now Wounded | CW 105 (1, 2, 4)

O sacred head, now wounded, With grief and shame weighed down,
Now scornfully surrounded, With thorns your only crown,
O sacred head, no glory Now from your face does shine;
Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call you mine.

Men mock and taunt and jeer you, They smite your countenance,
Though mighty worlds shall fear you And flee before your glance.
How pale you are with anguish, With sore abuse and scorn!
Your eyes with pain now languish That once were bright as morn!

My burden in your passion, Lord, you have borne for me,
For it was my transgression My shame, on Calvary.
I cast me down before you; Wrath is my rightful lot.
Have mercy, I implore you; Redeemer, spurn me not!

THE CRUCIFIXION Matthew 27:32-44
32 As they were going out of the city, they found a man of Cyrene named Simon. 

They forced him to carry Jesus’ cross. 33 They came to a place called Golgotha, which 
means “The place of the skull.” 34 They offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; but 
when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35 After they had crucified him, they divided his 
clothing among themselves by casting lots. 36 Then they sat down and were keeping 
watch over him there. 37 Above his head they posted the written charge against him: 
“This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”

38 At the same time two criminals were crucified with him, one on his right and one 
on his left. 39 People who passed by kept insulting him, shaking their heads, 40 and 
saying, “You who were going to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save 
yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross!”

41 In the same way the chief priests, experts in the law, and elders kept mocking him. 
They said, 42 “He saved others, but he cannot save himself. If he’s the King of Israel, let 
him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God. Let 
God rescue him now, if he wants him, because he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44 In the 
same way even the criminals who were crucified with him kept insulting him. (EHV)
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THE DEATH Matthew 27:45-56
45 From the sixth hour until the ninth hour, there was darkness over all the land. 

46 About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama 
sabachthani?” which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “This fellow is calling for 
Elijah.”

48 Immediately one of them ran, took a sponge, and soaked it with sour wine. Then 
he put it on a stick and gave him a drink. 49 The rest said, “Leave him alone. Let’s see if 
Elijah comes to save him.”

50 After Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 51 Suddenly, the 
temple curtain was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and rocks were 
split. 52 Tombs were opened, and many bodies of saints who had fallen asleep were 
raised to life. 53 Those who came out of the tombs went into the holy city after Jesus’ 
resurrection and appeared to many people. 54 When the centurion and those who were 
guarding Jesus with him saw the earthquake and the things that had happened, they 
were terrified and said, “Truly this was the Son of God.”

55 Many women who had followed Jesus from Galilee and who had served him were 
there, watching from a distance. 56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons. (EHV)

THE BURIAL Matthew 27:57-66
57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who 

was also a disciple of Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then 
Pilate ordered that it be given to him. 59 Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen 
cloth, 60 and laid it in his own new tomb that he had cut in the rock. He rolled a large 
stone over the tomb’s entrance and left. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were 
there sitting opposite the tomb.

62 On the next day, which was the day after the Preparation Day, the chief priests and 
Pharisees gathered in the presence of Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we remembered what that 
deceiver said while he was still alive: ‘After three days I will rise again.’ 64 So give a 
command that the tomb be made secure until the third day. Otherwise his disciples 
might steal his body and tell the people, ‘He is risen from the dead.’ And this last 
deception will be worse than the first.”

65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard. Go, make it as secure as you know how.” 
66 So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and posting a guard. (EHV)
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HYMN What Wondrous Love | CW 120

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this That caused the Lord of bliss
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul!

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down Beneath God's righteous frown,
Christ laid aside his crown For my soul, for my soul,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul.

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb, Who is the great I Am,
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing,
While millions join the theme, I will sing.

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on;
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on.
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing his love for me,
And through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on,
And through eternity I'll sing on.

OFFERING

St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church 
body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  If the 
gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, 
you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our 
website’s giving page (www.stpaulswr.org).

MUSICAL OFFERING Jesus Refuge of the Weary
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Please stand.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M: Lord Jesus, you are the King of heaven and earth. 
C: We join the Palm Sunday worshipers in praising you for coming to this earth to 

be our Savior.
M: Though you are one with the Father and Lord of all, you humbled yourself and became 

one with us. Thanks be to you for living a life of perfect conformity to God’s holy law in 
our place.

C: Praise be to you for being obedient to death, even death on a cross, to redeem us 
from sin.

M: Cause our voices to blend with those who sang your praises as you rode into 
Jerusalem.

C: Move us to confess you before others as our Lord.
M: Help us proclaim the message of peace and forgiveness to people of all nations. 

Use us to assure all people that your blood has cleansed them from sin and set 
them free from slavery to sin, death, and the devil.

C: Move us to dedicate all we are and have to your glory.
M: Lord, Jesus, you are King over all the earth. Bless the nations of this world with 

wise rulers and good government. 
C: Let peace prevail.
M: Grant success to the businesses and industries of our land to serve the common 

good. Cause all employers to be honest and fair-minded and all employees to be 
diligent and faithful. Look with favor on our nation’s schools. Be with those who 
teach and those who learn. Comfort the sick and the afflicted with the assurance of 
your care and protection. Strengthen the faith of the dying.

Special prayers and intercessions

M: Dear Savior, as we walk with you this week toward Calvary, keep us focused on 
your purpose for coming into this world and on our calling to spread this 
wonderful message of salvation.

C: Hear us for your mercy’s sake. Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.

C: Amen.

HYMN Jesus, I Will Ponder Now | CW 98 (1, 4)

Jesus, I will ponder now On your holy passion;
With your Spirit me endow For such meditation.
Grant that I in love and faith May the image cherish
Of your suff'ring, pain, and death That I may not perish.

If my sins give me alarm And my conscience grieve me,
Let your cross my fear disarm; Peace of conscience give me.
Help me see forgiveness won By your holy passion.
If for me he slays his Son, God must have compassion!
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. What benefits are there in hearing the entire Passion history in one service, rather 
than week to week? What are some benefits of hearing a different part of the Passion 
history throughout the weeks of Lent? What beauty is there in having Christian 
freedom in a matter like this?

2. What was something you heard today that you didn’t realize (or had forgotten) was 
part of Jesus’ suffering and death? 

3. As you reread these accounts, put yourself in the place of one of the Roman soldiers 
who had come with Judas to the Garden of Gethsemane; perhaps you would also be 
tasked with carting Jesus from place to place and, eventually, crucifying him. What 
thoughts are going through your head as you watch this man go through so much 
suffering?

4. A good devotional exercise for this week: Starting with Matthew 21 today (April 5, 
2020), read a chapter of Matthew each day. You’ll end up reading about what Jesus 
said and did on some of the days between Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday. 
You’ll also have a chance to revisit the accounts that were read today. Then, on 
Easter Sunday, you’ll be at Matthew 28, the account of Jesus’ resurrection.
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Our Holy Week Services will be livestreamed at the following times:
Maundy Thursday at 6:30PM
Good Friday at 12:10PM
Easter Sunday at 7:00AM

Of course, you can always watch them later if those times, do not fit your schedule.

A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM THE SYNOD PRESIDENT

This evening, Palm Sunday, WELS President Mark Schroeder will deliver a brief message 
to the members of our synod in an online video broadcast. The message will be broadcast 
live at 6:00 PM. If you are not able to view the video when it is broadcast live, it will be 
archived online: https://wels.net/synodwide-holy-week-messages

HOLY WEEK DEVOTIONS

We still have copies of the holy week devotional booklet, Christ in the Tabernacle, in the 
church office.  You can also download or read the devotions online, request that we send 
them to your personal email on a daily basis (April 5-12), or listen to them read by the 
authors. Just visit mlc-wels.edu/publications/seasonal-devotions/

SYNOD-WIDE ONLINE EASTER SERVICE 
Not to replace your Easter morning worship, but to supplement it, WELS is offering an 
opportunity for our entire synod to gather online for a special Easter Sunday evening 
service. It will be broadcast from Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary (WLS) at 6:00 PM. 
Seminary President Earle Treptow will deliver the Easter message. A small choir, along 
with a few instruments, will enhance the worship with music and songs of praise. You 
can watch it live online at https://livestream.com/wlslive/togetherattheemptytomb. Stay 
online after the service for a live Q&A session. 

OFFERING REPORT
From July 1, 2019 to March 27, 2020
Actual ministry income: $785,268
Actual cost of ministry:           $835,150    
Mortgage balance:                 $1,400,633       
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